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Background
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Exploring Trends in Health Sciences 
Librarianship Scholarly Activity
We wanted to know, what have 
health sciences librarians been 
researching and publishing on in 
the last five years?
A Test Run 











Top 10 Keywords in Medical Library Journals











Top 10 Keywords in Medical Library 
Journals
New Objective
To create a medical library terms taxonomy 




Citations from the four 
health sciences library 
journals from 2016-
2020 were downloaded 
from PubMed and 
EBSCO Academic Search 
Premier and imported 
into EndNote X9. 
Methods
Methods
Pivot tables were used 
to determine the 
number of times each 
keyword was used and 






Abstracting and Indexing/statistics & numerical data 1
Academic health centers 1
Academic health sciences center 1
Academic health sciences librarians 1
Academic libraries 7
Academic medical center 1
Academic medical centers 3
Academic Medical Centers/organization & administration 1
Methods Six librarians with a variety of backgrounds reviewed each keyword to determine how to categorize and 
group terms to create a taxonomy. 
Results
8,806 keywords 





















● One word can have different 
meanings to different people
● Words have different meanings in 
different areas of librarianship
● Acronyms are the worst
● It takes a diverse team
Limitations










































Choosing keywords without a 
controlled vocabulary allows for 
flexibility and customization and can 
help with natural languages searching.
Choosing keywords without the use of a 
controlled vocabulary makes it difficult 
to conduct a keyword trend analysis.
Future Directions
Completing our taxonomy in 
order to determine trends 
(and gaps) in health sciences 
librarian scholarly publishing 
in the last five years.
Using qualitative analysis 
software to compare trends 
with those we found using our 
own taxonomy. 
Publishing the results of our 
trend analysis.
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